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rejected the agency’s suggested editing of
the book. Alter a carveful review of the
manuscript and study of the CIA's objec-
{ions to it, *‘it is our sincere opinion,” 2
Harper's executive replied, “that Mr~ -
McCoy’s scholarship remains unshaken -
and we do not see any reasom {for making
any changes.” .

«wThe Politics of Heroin” takes a long
Jook at the Golden Triangle, where Laos, -

-3 NEWS STORIES this week made rauch

Ly of President Nixon’s pledge to cut off

ald to any foreign governmment whose lead-

ers “protect” jnternational drug traffick-

Vo ers. This was in. response 1o Senator

George McGovern’s carlier charge that
“the administration had failed to crack -

- .down on the nareotics trade int Southeast

;. Asia because it needs “air bases in Thai-
' land, Lao mercenaries and Viethanese -

soldiers to fight its war.”
genator McGovern’s charges could

. have been based on the documenicd book

by the young vale scholar Alfred W.

v McCoy, “The Politics of Heroin in South-

cast Asia.? Harper & Row released it,
quncut, after the Central Intelligence Agen-
"¢y had sought to have Harper stop publi-
cation and to discredit MeCoy’s investiga-

Thailand and Burma meet: it produces 60
per cent of the world’s supply of heroin,

including the Double UO Jrand thal has ¢
increasingly turned up in the New York :
and Miami aveas. The Double UC lab was
formerly owned by General OQusane Ratti-

kone, commander - in - chief of the Royal
Laotian Army in CIA-controtled {erritory. -

tive reporting. ook ‘ LR ,
: * % :[__ EROIN and opium, McCoy states, :
have heen transported in American - 7

B@ cCOY presents the CIA-Harper con-
. {roversy in a lengthy exchange of planes (ihe ClA-chartered Alr America).

1.5, personnel may not be dirfectly in-
volved in the frade, but they tend to look
away because drug tratficking is a tradi-

letters and memos prior to publication.
Doeumentation on {lose strange. and, for
the CIA, very open pressure {actics ap-
p'ms-jﬁ'me September 91 issue of the New tion in that part of the world. Yet looking
York Review of Books. MeCoy calls these the other way, McCoy's book emphasizes,
tactics “the strongest evidence of the folly has increased drug addiction among .
of allowing government agencies 1o help Americans, both GIs and those at home.
decide what will be published.” McCoy’s reply to CIA pressure: vt
Harper, over MeCoy’s objections, did  America’s publishers are not careful to
allow . the CIA to see page proofs of the  defend - their own constitutional preroga- -
, hook which analyzes the CIA’s role inthe  fives, then the ClA, for one, secms only
international heroin traffic. But Harper oo willing to help them wither away.” :
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